
 

 
Amy Allen Clark’s Diabolical Intro: 
 
Liann Zhang is an author to watch this year, bringing a lot of frothy fun to our book stacks 
with her debut thriller, Julie Chan Is Dea,d which explores the darker secrets of 
influencer culture. 
 



In this intriguing story, Julie and Chloe are identical twin sisters whose lives veered into 
very different paths after their parents tragically died in a car accident. Julie is sent to 
her penny-pinching aunt and is unhappily working a minimum-wage job at a 
supermarket. A wealthy white family adopts Chloe, and she has become an influencer 
with a rabid following. These estranged sisters only interact when Chloe uses Julie's 
unfortunate life for a video, gifting her sister a house, when she realizes philanthropic 
work is trending, and her sponsorships could be lucrative. How #emotional 
 
Despite their complicated relationship, Julie can't help but answer the phone when Chloe 
reaches out in a bewildering call that indicates she could be in trouble. Trouble is putting 
it mildly because Julie finds her sister's cold, dead body in her high-rise apartment with 
few clues as to what could have happened.  
 
When confusion ensues on the case, and the cops believe it is Julie who has died and not 
the infamous Chloe, she decides this could be reparations for all her life's hardships. She 
swiftly takes over her sister's world in a classic con story moment filled with fun 
revelations on what it would be like to be suddenly inundated with love and scrutiny by 
your fandom. 
 
But the second half of this thriller develops into an unusual influencer excursion on a 
private island where she uncovers dark secrets about what it took for her sister to rise on 
the influencer food chain. Zhang takes the reader on surprisingly diabolical and 
sometimes grotesque turns as a cult horror subplot develops, reaching a fevered pace 
until the story's final page.  
 
Readers should be prepared for Bunny meets Yellowface- IYKYK, as these two halves of 
the puzzle come together in sometimes far-fetched ways that still offer sharp 
commentary on race, class, and privilege.  
 
I enjoyed this story immensely and am so excited to be sharing the microphone with 
Liann today to discuss her writing process for this novel.   
 
If you're new here, HI! I'm Amy Allen Clark, the voice behind the Book Gang podcast. This 
podcast celebrates debuts, backlist books, and under-the-radar book gems. This week 
kicks off our Summer Author series to celebrate the launch of the new summer reading 
guide which will be available on May 16th.  
 
This spoiler-free episode dives into how Liann pivoted from writing about the Ming 
Dynasty to a con-artist thriller, why influencer culture during the pandemic was the 



perfect satirical setting for her novel, and the fun she had in creating the character of 
Julie: an intriguing anti-heroine who fully leans into her morally gray side. 
 
For each episode, I've created an immersive experience for you. I'm going to admit to you 
right now that I have had FAR TOO MUCH FUN making this week's list. Today's book list 
that you can browse while listening to this show include 35 books about twins for double 
the drama in your book stack. Relive your Sweet Valley High days through this new list 
that includes romance, thrillers, literary fiction, and historical fiction adventures.  
 
 You can leave me a comment through the Spotify app on these episodes and I would love 
to hear from you- what book about twins would YOU recommend? I can't wait to see what 
you suggest for this week!   
 
If you are a patron of the show, you'll find a printable version of this book list in your 
inbox today and I'm so excited to announce our next book club meeting for  Beautyland by 
Marie-Helene Bertino on May 30th at 8 PM ET. This highly original coming-of-age story 
begins at a pivotal moment in history—the launch of Voyager 1 which coincides with a 
rather magical birth of Adina. As Adina grows, readers discover a link to a faraway planet 
where Adina has an unusual connection to alien life through a very 80s means of 
communication- a fax machine. With heartfelt and astute messages, she explores the 
dualities of human existence—its terrors and unexpected joys—and questions her place 
among them.She is an unforgettable character who invites readers to reflect on what it 
means to be both an outsider and deeply tied to a world that feels both familiar and 
foreign. The audiobook performance on this novel is exceptional. 
 
Now let's formerly meet this week's guest.  
 
Liann Zhang is a second-generation Chinese Canadian who splits her time between 
Vancouver, British Columbia and Toronto, Ontario. After a short stint as a skincare 
content creator, she graduated from the University of Toronto with a degree in 
psychology and criminology. Julie Chan Is Dead is her first novel. 
 
One final note-  if you love this show, leaving a review on iTunes is a free way to support 
my work. And to our patrons who keep the lights on at Book Gang…if I ever need to fake 
my own death and steal my twin's identity, you're the first ones I'd trust with the alibi. 
Thank you for choosing creators in a world turned upside down by AI!  Now let's get 
chatting. 
 
 
 



Liann Zhang (00:00) 
Hi, my name is Lianne Zhang and I'm the author of Julie Chan is Dead.  
 
Amy Allen Clark (Book Gang) (00:06) 
Okay. I am so excited Book Gang because we have Liann Zhang here, who is a debut 
novelist to talk about her diabolical debut, Julie Chan is Dead. I was so excited to talk to 
you about this. 
 
And I just want to begin with for readers that may be intrigued just by the title to hear 
from you. What is your book all about, Liann? 
 
Liann Zhang (00:32) 
Yeah, Julie Chan is Dead is, as you said, a thriller, diabolical thriller as it's been described 
about a young woman who steals her influencer twin's life after she mysteriously dies. 
And she soon discovers that her twin's picture perfect life is more sinister than appeared 
on social media. And it just gets kind of wild from there. 
 
Amy Allen Clark (Book Gang) (00:54) 
You know, anytime that we have either like horror authors or thriller writers, I just want 
to play around in someone's brain. When you were coming up with this idea, I have to 
imagine like what it might be like living in your brain a little bit. What were you thinking 
about? What was the spark for this story? 
 
Liann Zhang (01:16) 
I feel like there wasn't one single spark. I feel like I've been collecting little bits that I 
wanted to incorporate for a long time. I mean, mainly with the influencer component, 
while I was like a short, I had a short stint of skincare influencer and you know, a lot of 
that did come through, but not in the form that it is now because I was like, there's 
something to say here, but I need to find a good way to deliver it. 
 
But everything kind of came together specifically in the second half of the book where 
they go to the island. It's not a spoiler in the blurb, it was during COVID, the tail end of 
COVID and things are going back to quote unquote normal. And brands start to send 
influencers out to brand trips again. And I remember being on TikTok, of course, 
scrolling, scrolling, you know, seeing a COVID death count and then scrolling to the next 
video and it's like these gorgeous influencers on this like million dollar retreat to just like 
advertise one product.  
 
And I just had this moment where I was like, this video is like 30 seconds. They're away 
for a week. What else is happening that we're not seeing? Obviously probably nothing and 



they're just having a fun time. But you know, me being an author, I just took that question 
and went a bit crazy with it. Yeah. 
 
Amy Allen Clark (Book Gang) (02:33) 
I love that this was spawned a little bit from an influencer trip. I do kind of feel like we're 
living in these alternate worlds when we talk about things like COVID or what's 
happening in the world or anything that might be happening. And then you 
simultaneously have these moments where you're like, what is going on here? Influencers 
being sent soda machines during times where people are like, I'm rinsing this rice that I 
soaked my phone in because this is all I have to eat. It's such a bizarre experience to 
witness and also to be privy to, like all of these different worlds. 
 
Liann Zhang (03:09) 
Yeah, exactly. Especially because it's online, you get kind of back to back, you know, it's 
kind of surreal to see everything at once. 
 
Amy Allen Clark (Book Gang) (03:15) 
Yeah, absolutely. Well, you know, getting your first book deal is, is a challenge. So I want 
to hear a little bit about how you landed it and you know what the process looked like for 
you. 
 
Liann Zhang (03:27) 
For sure. This book in particular was kind of a whirlwind type of situation. In terms of this 
book itself, everything happened so fast. Even like the writing process was very fast for 
me, but this is definitely not the first book I queried or, you know, tried to write. It's 
probably like my fifth or sixth book, but the previous ones absolutely did not go anywhere. 
And even the one other book that I did query, it got a few requests but you know, it got 
shelved, it got no actual offers.  
 
But I think this book really defined itself because it was, I guess, very hooky and very 
commercial in idea. So as soon as I started querying it, it started to get bites and offers 
soon came afterward. And it was just kind of crazy how fast everything happened, you 
know. So I'm very grateful for it. But I've definitely been through the slow mud of the 
typical querying process as well. Yeah. 
 
Amy Allen Clark (Book Gang) (04:25) 
When you have like five or six projects that you've done and just they haven't taken off, 
how do you not get discouraged? How do you keep going on and like, I'll just try 
something else, try something different. How long did this process take for this specific 
book? 



 
Liann Zhang (04:38) 
This specific book was again very fast. I think the difference was I wasn't writing in this 
voice for most of my previous novels. For some reason, I was very into writing like 
historical fiction before. All of them were historical fiction. So the voices and the point of 
view is very different from Julie Chan is Dead, which is very contemporary, very modern, 
a bit younger in like the vibes. So when I was writing this book, came a lot more naturally 
to me, I think because I borrowed a lot from my own voice and like my own personal 
experiences, which is a lot easier than say writing about, you know, a girl during the Ming 
dynasty, which was the other book I had queried, which took a lot more out of me.  
 
But for me, the previous books, like the other five books or four books that I never even 
queried, like, and I knew that they weren't up to level. So I feel like I'm very fortunate in 
that I wasn't in a rush. I think I started writing pretty young. I was still in university. I like 
just graduated when I got my book deal. So I don't feel like this overwhelming pressure to 
get things done. So even when the previous books didn't work out, I was like, it's fine. I'll 
just move on to the next one. This is like a fun thing for me. But of course, when this one 
did finally kind of work out, it was like the best thing ever for me. 
 
Amy Allen Clark (Book Gang) (06:00) 
Man, having youth on your side is really awesome. Enjoy that, savor it. 
 
Liann Zhang (06:05) 
Yeah, yeah, yeah, I do, try. 
 
Amy Allen Clark (Book Gang) (06:09) 
Well, I mean, I know that you skimmed over it a little bit, but I do have to ask about your 
skin care influencer days. I, like for point of reference, I was a mom blogger. So I've been 
doing this for 21 years. And I was like the original OG influencer in the space like where I 
was like trying really hard to do my influencing and it was nothing like what people are 
doing now on TikTok. I don't ever want to say that it was anything like that. But was 
influential in its own way and so I have a little bit of you know an access to those kinds of 
things, those tropes when it goes into influencer tropes. I can both recognize it, cringe at 
it, and also be like yeah some of that was actually that way. So tell me a little bit about 
your skincare influencer life. 
 
Liann Zhang (06:56) 
Yeah, for sure. I mean, I never got to the level that the books or the influencers in my 
book got to. Obviously, if I had like, honestly, millions of followers like them, I probably 
would not have written this book. I would have been like full influencer. But I had really 



awful cystic and like fungal acne when I was in my teenage years, of course, know, 
hormones and everything and awful diet. So being chronically online as I am I was like, of 
course, what am I going to do but record my skincare journey by starting an Instagram? 
Like that was so obvious to me. Like it was the first choice.  
 
So I started to post reviews of products I was using. And this was, I mean, a lot of it was 
luck because I feel like I was coming up when skincare was becoming the new thing. Like 
it was beauty for a while and like makeup. And then some people started to gravitate 
towards skincare. So I got to kind of ride that wave mostly. I think if I started now, I 
would not have grown as much as I did then. But being part of that world, I think, gives 
me a unique perspective for this book, because not only am I like, you know, give a little 
bit of realism to the minutiae of like being an influencer, but also like the behind the 
scenes dynamics that occur and how the main character Julie kind of relates herself to 
other influencers in her world. 
 
I think I'm able to provide a bit of a unique perspective in that way. But, you know, again, I 
was nothing like the characters in this book. I really did have to tap into my imagination 
and stuff I saw in the news too to help me out. Yeah. 
 
Amy Allen Clark (Book Gang) (08:31) 
Yeah, I'm always curious when people do this kind of work. Do you remember like the 
most glamorous or fun box you ever got as an influencer? 
 
Liann Zhang (08:39) 
The most glamorous? My gosh. I feel like the one that stands out, was not even 
glamorous. It was just shocking because it was for this brand that absolutely everybody 
knows it's in like every mall and they're known for being like eco-friendly and you know, 
that's like their whole brand. And they sent me like a giant, a giant box. I'm talking like 
huge, like the size of my body, and I opened it up, was full of packing peanuts and I had to 
dig around to find the product, because it was like three tiny little jars of, I think it was 
like scrubs. And I was just like, they did not need to send this giant box. It felt so wasteful, 
especially because their brand was the opposite of that. It just felt very disingenuous. And 
I still remember that to this day.  
 
In terms of glamorous, feel like I didn't reach the level of like where you see online with 
the millions where they get like the whole deal, like all the games and the toys and all the 
extra little stuff that honestly I'm glad I didn't have because I live in like a tiny apartment 
in Toronto where would I put anything like it would I would not have space for it but yeah 
there were definitely some moments where I was frowning and questioning the brands a 
little bit. 



 
Amy Allen Clark (Book Gang) (9:53) 
Yeah, the waste is crazy. Like I don't think people think about that, but when you get 
boxes like that for a long time, there was like a very like heightened time where they were 
just going insane with like influencer boxes in our house. What I was like littered with 
just garbage. It's like all the fillers that go in to protect it and plastic wraps. And we were 
saving all of it to like use to like recycle for other people's gifts or like if we were going to 
do a mail or anything, but it's like all this excess stuff that like is packed around whatever 
they're sending. And it's always this like in general junky like thing with the logo on it that 
you're like, where am I going to ever use this or what am I going to do with this? You 
know? 
 
Liann Zhang (10:38) 
Yes, right, it's like I have 30 tote bags, like 55 makeup bags, and like can't bring myself to 
throw them away, because it's not like, it's like nice, decent, but like not so nice that it's 
like, I'm gonna carry this with me whenever. It's just kind of sits in this middle range 
where it's, I wanna keep it, but it's also just taking up space, and it's like I didn't need it. 
it's very, yeah, conflicting. 
 
Amy Allen Clark (Book Gang) (10:57) 
My gosh, the funniest one that we got was, and this is no offense to the soup company, 
unfortunately named Chunky Soup. I'm sorry. They sent us a rolling bag for an event that 
I did with the soup company and it had the Chunky logo on the back. And I'm like, what 
am I going to do with this? 
 
It’s this amazing bag, but you're like, I don't know how to like wheel this through the 
airport, like not be weird. You know, so those are the kinds of things that I'm like, so we 
were like taking a Sharpie marker and like trying to black it out and it's like if the logo is 
black and it blends in with a bag, will anyone know that there's like a shadow of Chunky 
on here? 
 
Liann Zhang (11:48) 
That's too good. That's hilarious. Yeah. 
 
Amy Allen Clark (Book Gang) (11:50) 
Yeah, so I get it. And so I was curious about that. I also have to ask, know, I'm sorry we're 
being so silly on here. I'm not usually this silly, but just talking about this is just hilarious 
because I've never got to talk about that before. I wanted to ask, too, like, obviously there 
are lots of influencers and con artists, which this has, you know, con artists aspect to it. 
And I feel like con artists in general are just having a moment all the time. And I'm 



wondering if there was any real life inspiration that you were kind of borrowing from 
without, you know, calling out specific names, I'm sure. But anyone that you were 
inspired by, I guess, to create the story. 
 
Liann Zhang (12:30) 
Yeah, it's actually interesting in the first draft near the end, she starts calling out a bunch 
of con artists that were coming up at the time, like Anna Delvey and all of those people. I 
think I ended up cutting that line because it was just like too specific and you know, I 
didn't really need to get the point across. But definitely in terms of like, someone 
everyone would recognize, like those type of people, I feel like there's so many. Even have 
you watched Apple Cider Vinegar recently on Netflix? Yes, I didn't know about her yet, but 
I watched it. I was like, my gosh, this is like she's pretending and I'm literally like, that's 
kind of like Julie. But in terms of influencer inspirations, there definitely are. I think most 
of the Belladonna's, which is kind of the friend group, they're kind of archetypes of 
influencers. They're not really inspired by one in particular.  
 
But you know, the main kind of the main goon of it all, like Belle Marie. She definitely was 
inspired by a TikToker that, not to get too specific and get sued, but her whole content 
was like aspirational lifestyle content. Like I'm a rich girl and I'm beautiful and really 
pretty and going to debutantes and all that type of stuff. You know, internet does what 
the internet does. And they start to like look into her family. And then her family had 
some questionable historical things that they've done against people. And that's kind of 
like this unraveling. It's like, oh, all this money is not good money. And that was kind of 
the inspiration for kind of antagonists. Although Julie Chan's also kind of an antagonist in 
her own way, but the antagonist to Julie's story is kind of the inspiration there. Yeah. 
 
Amy Allen Clark (Book Gang) (14:17) 
Yeah, if people haven't watched Apple Cider Vinegar, I would like to echo that that was 
like an excellent, excellent spoof, I guess, or documentary in a way about the Australian 
influencer who convinced everyone that you could heal yourself from cancer through 
diet. And the actress did an incredible job with it. And after you watch it, there's also a 
documentary on Netflix. So I watched that and then watch the two hour documentary 
after with the real people because I was so invested in it. So I can see how these like real 
world influencers can really create some great fodder for your story for sure. 
 
Liann Zhang (14:55) 
Yeah, definitely. Everything's a little bit inspired by real life, yeah. 
 
Amy Allen Clark (Book Gang) (15:00) 
Well, I want to talk about the opening of your story. Tell me about your opening line. 



 
Liann Zhang (15:06) 
Yeah, it’s the one that’s like one thing needs to be made clear, I did not kill my sister or 
twin sister or something like that, I don’t remember the exact wording. But it’s literally 
been that line since my first draft because for one reason or another, I don't wanna give 
too much away, but it does kind of tie back into the ending a little bit. But also it kind of 
reminds me of, you watch these YouTube storytimes or TikTok story times these days and 
they kind of take a clip right from the middle of the story to draw you in, almost like 
clickbait, and then they kind of give you the rest of it. And if you kind of get to the end of 
the book you kind of see where that line is coming from and that's kind of what I was 
thinking there. Yeah, I don't know how to say too much without spoiling it. Yeah. 
 
Amy Allen Clark (Book Gang) (15:51) 
Yeah, it's hard to talk about this book without spoiling it. So I'm like, okay, stay in the first 
half. Although anyone who's in Patreon, you can come over to the other side and find out 
more about the second half of the story.  
 
Well, I want to talk about the motivation behind Julie and why she ends up seizing this 
opportunity to take advantage of being able to take over Chloe's life. And one specific 
aspect of that was that there was a line that said, “I deserve it. Don't I? Chloe had 
everything while I suffered with nothing. Isn't this karmic justice unfolding before me? 
Reparations for my hardships in the shape of a new glittery influencer life. It's not like I 
asked for it. The world just placed the pieces in my palm, tempting me to puzzle them 
together. Who knows? This might be Chloe's final apology, her last gift for her dear twin, 
her life.” So how do you see Julie's motivations working out? Do you see this as survival, 
revenge, or something else entirely? 
 
Liann Zhang (16:50) 
Yeah, I, this is one of the reasons I love Julie, although I know some people don't like like 
morally gray or like slightly bad characters, but I'm obsessed with it because really she 
kind of has like a victim complex of everything. Like in every situation she makes herself 
the victim. I think she would absolutely think that she's doing it for revenge or you know, 
whatever to frame it that way. So it's a little bit nicer, but in my opinion, she does it just 
because, you know, she's like envious and she's a bit selfish in that way. And everything 
she does is very much for herself.  
 
Even when she does like consider other people, she's always thinking of like, how will 
these other people benefit me at the end of it? So her morality and the whole situation for 
me is very interesting because I feel like when we see characters in books that make not 
the best decision, there's usually like a good reason behind it. Like, you know, you see all 



the time, like, oh, my sister needs medicine, or they have this like social thing, or they 
need to save something. But no, like for Julie at the core of it, it's truly just because she's 
envious. She's a little bit selfish. And she just, she thinks she deserves these things. But 
maybe in a way she does. But I don't think it's for a very good reason. Yeah. 
 
Amy Allen Clark (Book Gang) (18:10) 
Yeah, I did like the idea that it was like reparations in some aspects. I thought that was 
quite clever actually to be like, well, I kind of am owed it. And going back to kind of the 
origin of these two girls is that they're two lives splinter in different directions after a 
very tragic family event happens. So for readers that are not familiar with the story, I just 
want to say, you know, Chloe ends up going with a white family who is wealthy and 
potentially living in a brownstone and lots of wonderful things are happening for her and 
she has the money to do the things that she's doing, whereas her sister is working that 
minimum wage job, just trying to get by and doesn't have like great upbringing at all and 
how these two girls lives spin out in a way her life, you know, she would probably feel 
owed for that. 
 
Liann Zhang (19:03) 
Absolutely, she does and because of that she definitely constantly, again, like it's the 
victim complex, she can always kind of lower herself and feel like she deserves a bit more 
and she'll even when she gets more she'll like keep you know thinking there's more out 
there that she deserves so I love that chase aspect of it. 
 
Amy Allen Clark (Book Gang) (19:23) 
Yeah, I love that too. Well, I want to talk about, you know, her survival really is hinging on 
can she maintain the persona, which was a lot of fun as a reader to kind of see how she's 
opening up this app and trying to figure out how the fans are interacting with her, the 
love bombs she's receiving, but also the criticism if she's not doing what she's supposed to 
be doing. And I was wondering, what that looked like for you to create and what you were 
trying to kind of cultivate for people to see what you have to do to sustain this lifestyle. 
 
Liann Zhang (19:58) 
I feel like a lot of that is kind of the theming around like authenticity online. You know, it 
kind of, the point is that like, even if you present yourself in a certain way, you never 
know what's like happening behind the scenes. Like she could present herself as Chloe, as 
her twin, but, and like most people might truly believe it because they just see what they 
see on social media and kind of take it as face value without thinking too much about it.  
 
I would say that's like most consumers these days. So it really was an examination of 
authenticity and in a way she's like striving toward what she thinks would be an authentic 



Chloe, even though everything about it is fake. You know what I mean? Like, I feel like 
she's constantly just battling like this internal thing where she's like, but look, I'm like 
acting so much like her, like I'm being more bland and more likeable, like why are people 
not liking me? And she's like desperate to kind of cling on to what her sister had and 
emulate that kind of lifestyle. And to a degree it does work and then it also doesn't. But I 
think for most of the story people do believe her in a way and it kind of just drives across 
the message that if you know someone enough, there's always people faking it on social 
media. yeah, like you never really know what's happening. They could be acting, they 
could be lying to you. And I always think like, you know, our techno feudalistic overlords, 
as I say at like Google and Meta, they're not for these social platforms, they're not 
invested in authenticity. They just want to sell you things and take our data, you know, so 
it's really just for entertainment and yeah, I think that really is the crux of it. Just like how 
you really have to question how authentic people are. Yeah. 
 
Amy Allen Clark (Book Gang) (21:53) 
Yeah, for sure. I mean, it's funny because, you know, going through all the years of doing 
this, what authenticity quote looks like, because it changes from generation to 
generation. So what was interesting to me, like about all of that, when speaking to 
authenticity is that in the beginning, it was like, oh cultivate this perfect persona, you 
know, show this, you know, perfect image of someone and a perfect home and you 
wouldn't want clutter. You want everything to look really great.  
 
And then there was this very weird swing probably during the pandemic honestly where 
people were like just putting their dirty laundry out and just being like you know like 
trying to like do these odd weird angles from bed and like just it was like that was the new 
authenticity you know and so it's like okay now we've performed in the absolute opposite 
direction where it's like okay let's go in that direction that's the direction that like 
cultivates real followers and it's just funny to see how you know the the the swinging the 
pendulum swinging. 
 
Liann Zhang (22:50) 
Yeah, exactly. Like, as you said, it's like performative, like it's performative authenticity. 
So how authentic could that authenticity possibly be? But you know, in social media, 
you're always considering an audience and you're always just taking little bits of yourself 
that you think would appeal to them. So that in itself kind of, you know, throws into 
question if it's even possible, even if you really want to be authentic, like, is that even a 
possible thing? Like, I don't know. 
 
Amy Allen Clark (Book Gang) (23:17) 



I have no idea either. Well, one of the big pivots for all of this to actually unfold for us is 
that we discover that Chloe's viral video had made a whole bunch of money. And I want to 
talk a little bit about that viral video project, which is called “finding my long lost twin 
and buying her a house #emotional.” Talk about this project in general and how that ends 
up changing a little bit of the motivation. 
 
Liann Zhang (23:46) 
I'm just obsessed with the video. I mean, I think it's pretty obvious who I'm trying to spoof 
because there's like, there was a time when those videos were very common. I would say 
they're less common now. It's kind of lost favor in the audience because I think as a 
collective, we kind of recognize that it's very performative, as we've been saying, and it's 
kind of distasteful.  
 
But yeah, for the character and for Chloe or sort of for Julie, she kind of did hold on to 
that video. Even though she knew it was a little bit performative and a little bit sinister, 
she kind of still hoped that, you know, my sister still gave me a house. Like that's a pretty 
big deal. But once she kind of discovers that it's very obviously just for profit and that she 
was like fodder for a video and like completely insignificant, it really does flip that switch 
in her internally. And again, makes her victim complex even grow bigger and feeds the 
fire with actual evidence. So to her, it's completely justified every action she takes after 
this. So that was kind of a huge turning point in the relationship in that way. 
 
Amy Allen Clark (Book Gang) (24:42) 
Yeah, I thought that that was really smart because obviously in some aspects it is noble 
when you're doing something for someone in that way. But then, you peel back the layers 
and she's going through her phone and seeing how much she made from a sponsorship 
deal on that. And it ends up being quite lucrative to gift a house to your sister, right? And 
it turns the whole motivation around. It's like she was profiting off of me. 
 
And going back to the reparations aspect, it does feel like, OK, well, she made money off 
of this transaction, which never felt like a real relationship because they never really had 
one. Like, how are we going to foster a reason for her to move forward? And I thought it 
was such a great catalyst. And obviously, like what you were saying, I don't think that 
people are doing those as much, although there is still some of that. But there was a big 
point in time where TikTok was definitely showing a lot of that. And it starts to be like, 
Ooh, like, why are we doing it? What's the motivation behind it? Like what happened to 
like being generous privately or, using, you know, but at the same time you can see, you 
know, the joy that it brings other people to see the generosity spread. 
 
Liann Zhang (26:05) 



Yeah, I mean, there was that huge controversy where I think one of the YouTubers or I 
don't know who it is was caught like, you know, they were like, either giving food to like a 
homeless person or money and they like took it back after the video. Yeah, so, you know, 
that type of stuff is happening and on TikTok they do like a lot of people like, oh, like 
buying you know, toys to donate to children and then someone else exposed them for like 
returning all the toys after they made the video. It happens all the time, you know, so 
there's that just icky aspect to it. 
 
Amy Allen Clark (Book Gang) (26:40) 
Oh my gosh. Well, that's not great, but yeah. Well, Liann, this is being optioned. Am I 
correct for film or TV? What is happening with this book? 
 
Liann Zhang (26:50) 
Yeah, it is has been optioned for TV. I can't say much about it though. Lips are sealed. 
 
Amy Allen Clark (Book Gang) (27:01) 
Hmm. Okay, well, we will be excited for just that aspect and knowing that. And as we close 
out here on the main show, I want to just tell you, I loved this book, I genuinely had so 
much fun. I was so happy that I got this early release copy because it's just a perfect 
summer book. It's the kind of book that you can take to the beach and I enjoy any type of 
influencer trope. I love a good con artist story. I love stories about twins. It had all of the 
right beats for me. And we always just ask our authors at the end of our conversations 
what you're feeling most proud of, whether it's this project or just your life in general. 
 
Liann Zhang (27:40) 
Gosh, what I'm most proud of? I think at the moment definitely is this book. I feel like it's 
just taken over my life and I feel like it's changed so many things. Like I'm so grateful for 
like my publishers and my agents for like literally seeing potential in it. Like it's kind of so 
crazy that this is all real, you know? It's just a silly little influencer book. It's not, you I 
didn't think it would be so serious, but I'm so thankful that everything is happening as it 
is. Right?  
 
Amy Allen Clark (Book Gang) (28:12) 
Well, I don't know why you were working so hard on the Ming Dynasty when you could 
just do the influencer thing. 
 
Well, I will have to link to your very funny PR box that you had sent out for your book 
where you're baking it so that people can see this box that went out since we were talking 
about influencer boxes. So we will put that in the show notes. And I just want to let 
listeners know that if you would like to follow us over to Patreon, we are going to be 



spoiling the whole second half of this book with Liann and getting into the nitty gritty on 
how she ended this book and her motivations for her ending. 
 
Liann Zhang (28:51) 
Thank you 
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